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Savannah Mattox named this year’s Valedictorian

What’s Inside

She found her love for social justice at Saint Mary’s, looks to build upon it as an alum
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routine at the White House
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SAVANNAH MATTOX will deliver the farewell speech as valedictorian for the 2018 commencement. Her graduation plans include continuing her social justice work. (Courtesy of Adriana Avila)

BY ADRIANA AVILA
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
Commencement day is approaching fast.
Two weeks from now, students of the Class of
2018 will officially be considered Saint Mary’s
alumni. The valedictorian for this year’s
graduating class is Savannah Mattox ‘18.
This past week, The Collegian interviewed
Mattox to learn more about her Saint Mary’s
experience and post-graduate plans. On May
26, Mattox will graduate as a Communication
major with a minor in Ethnic Studies.
Mattox’s post-graduate plans include
social justice work. Recently, she accepted a
position as a Lasallian Volunteer in Tucson,
Arizona. She will be working at a high
school as an Assistant to the Vice Principal
of Student Services. Her primary role will
consist of being an assistant for their border
immersion program.
Mattox’s passions became visible as she
listed her various leadership roles. In her
time at Saint Mary’s, she has served as a
Resident Advisor in the lower townhouses, a
Gael Guide for the Office of Meetings, Events,
& Conference Services, a member of both the
Bias Incident Response Team (BIRT) and
the Black Student Union, a peer mentor for
the High Potential Program, and a leader for
both new student orientation and Weekend
of Welcome.

In her interview, Mattox talked about
how attending Saint Mary’s has informed
and shaped her. “Saint Mary’s has definitely
shaped…my own identity and the world that
I exist in,” said Mattox. “[Saint Mary’s] has
allowed me to connect with folks with both
similar and contrasting lifescripts from
myself and has allowed me to identify, in
my immediate nuclear family, how vastly
different we all are as people.”
“Above all else,” she said, “my experiences
have woken me up to how much I’m invested
in social justice and activism.”
“I’ve had a series of awakenings, happy
accidents, and learning moments in my time
here,” said Mattox. “My path here was not
linear. I kind of stumbled upon this place on
accident, and it was a series of divine miracles
that led me here.” One of Mattox’s highlights
of her undergraduate experience was having
the opportunity to present at NCORE, the
National Conference on Race and Ethnicity.
Last May, Mattox and some students from
the Jan Term course titled, “Finding Our
Voices and Hearing Others,” traveled to Fort
Worth, Texas. “That was actually my first
time on a plane,” said Mattox with a smile
on her face.
At the conference, Mattox and her fellow
colleagues shared a multi-tiered presentation
on classism and sexism. She focused on
sexism. “Our group was small, but it was very

telling because it allowed a lot of dialogue
around the social and political things that
were going on and that we’re really fresh at
the time,” said Mattox. “What a time to be
alive. That whole week in Texas was such
a great learning experience for me,” said
Mattox in her moment of reflection.
The valedictorian process is competitive.
Mattox said that she knew everyone in the
final six and was particular close to three of
them. “We were all rooting for each other,”
she said. During the process, she continually
reminded herself that whoever received the
valedictorian award would deserve it. “When
I got the phone call, I was sitting right in
front of the De La Salle statue. Mattox also
mentioned that she had some moments of
self-doubt, “As a first generation woman of
color, that has always kind of been something
in the back of my head—not necessarily
because of external messages, but just my
own internalized fears.” The underlying
question she faced was, “Am I enough?”
“I kind of started going [into that mindset]
again when I was chosen, but I reminded
myself that I am enough.” she said. “I was
chosen by a committee comprised of peers,
staff, and faculty. They think that I’m going
to represent my class well. I just had to keep
that in mind.” said Mattox.
“I want to be empowering, above all else,”
said Mattox.

Matt Carroll, general manager of Sodexo, retires
BY KATE ARENCHILD
NEWS REPORTER
Whether it’s during sunny community
time BBQ’s or in the midst of a midday
rush in Oliver, it’s hard for Saint Mary’s
students, staff, and faculty to eat without
receiving a kind word or smile from
Matt Carroll, the General Manager of
Sodexo Food Services. Quick to strike up
a conversation or offer a helping hand,
the Saint Mary’s community will miss
Carroll’s presence when he retires from
his position this June.
The Collegian interviewed Carroll last
week regarding his experience working
at Saint Mary’s, as well as his retirement
plans.
Carroll began working at Saint Mary’s
in May 1977. He had just graduated

from Chico State on a Saturday and
began working at Saint Mary’s on the
following Monday. “On [that] Monday,
Saint Mary’s was a total disaster. They
didn’t have enough employees, there
were broken wine glasses everyone. It
was crazy.” Carroll was hired by Saga,
the former food service provider at Saint
Mary’s. He had worked for Saga at Chico
State as both a student manager and a
cook specializing in brunch and dinner.
When asked why he chose working for
Saga, he laughed: “It was graduation—I
needed a job!”
Since then, he has worked for over
43 years in the food services industry,
sometimes at Saint Mary’s, sometimes
elsewhere in the Bay Area. He has worked
on the Saint Mary’s campus continuously
since 2000.

Sodexo employs around 104 people,
including 20 students. Carroll explained
that it can be difficult to hire students
and that he wishes this number was
higher. “We’d like more [students]. We
really would!”
He also talked about the difficulty of
hiring people from the Lamorinda area.
“Unemployment is almost [zero percent]
in the area—it is hard to bring more
people. Most of our people live in Bay
Point, Pittsburg, Antioch, and a lot live
in Oakland and Richmond. We have one
employee who lives in Moraga. She can
walk [to work], but she is the only one.”
Carroll shared some of his most
rewarding accomplishments. The list
includes: starting and maintaining
the Legacy Garden, the start of the
See Carroll, page 2
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SEBA alumni create business-oriented book club
BY JOSEPH FOARD
NEWS REPORTER
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On Wednesday, May 9, Saint
Mary ’s Masters in Business
Administration alumni Roberta
Lee and Melissa Ross held the
first meeting of the MBA alumni
book club.
The MBA book club’s first
meeting centered on a discussion
of “The Better Business Book,” an
anthology of exactly one hundred
stories about experiences and
lessons learned in business,
collected from multiple writers
and published under the
authorship of “Authors Unite.”
According to Lee, one of the
“main purposes to the book club” is
to “network with the Saint Mary’s
community and to continue to
foster relationships with other
professionals,” in addition to
“continuing our education by
reading current business books.
New and interesting business

books are published all the time.”
Ross agreed with Lee, stating
during the meeting: “There’s new
[business] theories that come out
all the time, and it helps to discuss
them.”
“Instead of focusing on one
specific aspect of business,” said
Roberta Lee, “it would appeal to
everybody because at least one or
two stories would resonate with
each person.”
The MB A student alumni
who attended the first meeting
considered it a success, with
one of the meeting’s attendees
stating, “I got a lot more out of
discussing the book than I did
reading it on my own.” Other
club members agreed, with the
story “It’s About Time” by Eric
Fraser becoming a quick favorite
among the meeting’s attendees.
In the next meeting of the club,
the book to be discussed will be
“The One-Page Marketing Plan”
by Allan Dib.

Currently, membership is open
to all SEBA (School of Economics
and Business Administration)
and MB A students, as well
as alumni from Saint Mary ’s
Executive, Global Executive, and
Professional MBA programs.

(Courtesy of Goodreads)

Lee and Ross have stated
their plans to expand the club’s
membership opportunities. “We
actually had two current graduate
students attend our first meeting,”
Lee told The Collegian, “so we’re
definitely open to current SEBA
graduate students attending.”

“One of the main
purposes of the book
club is to network
with the Saint Mary’s
Community and to
continue to foster
relationships with
other professionals.”
The next meeting of the Saint
Mary’s MBA alumni book club
is to be held on Sept. 26, 2018 in
the Brother Urban Gregory Hall
at 7 p.m.
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
—Ted Turner

Gael Pantry, working to help
students in need of food and
meal plans, managing the Food
Recovery Network, instating
Green Mondays, Waste Less
Wednesdays, the all-campus
BBQ’s, starting the Residential
Assistant “Pack Out” program,
serving the Christian Brothers,
and being a part of both the
Fa i r T r a d e c o m m i t t e e a n d
Fair Trade Fair. These campus
improvements did not come
without much effort. “I usually
[work] six days a week. But that

is my choice. I have a high need
to make sure everything goes
well. I want it to be good. [The
job] needs six days.”
While the list of programs
is impressive, Carroll
stated, “The most important
accomplishments are watching
students and employees grow
and develop being a part of
that experience is the most
rewarding. I have enjoyed
s e e i n g m a ny s t u d e n t s a n d
employees go on to have very
successful happy lives—it is
truly a blessing.”
“My favorite part of working

at Saint Mary’s is serving the
students, staff, faculty, Brothers
and the local community,” he
said. “It is all about people. I
have made many lifelong friends
at Saint Mary’s.”
“The Brothers and the
Lasallian charism have had
a large impact on who I am.
Service and taking care of
people is what I do and what
I love doing. Saint Mary ’s is
a beautiful, spiritual place; it
is a place with a lot of love, a
community that cares and takes
care of each other. Saint Mary’s
and the people will always be in

my heart.”
Carroll looks forward to
spending more time with his
family and friends. He has one
young granddaughter he is
excited to see more, in addition
to catching up with his brothers
and sisters. Over the years, “I’ve
been working all the time.”
Both his children are married,
and he plans on spending time
with all of them, including
fishing with his son and sonin-law.
Carroll leaves a legacy of
generosity and kindness that
will live long past his retirement.

“Black Panther” director visiting campus for event
BY GABBY VANACORE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Ryan Coogler, known for
“Fruitvale Station,” “Creed,” and
“Black Panther”, will be visiting
campus on Wednesday, May 16
to speak with Creative Writing
professor Rosemary Graham in an
event called “Ryan Coogler - Artist,
Athlete, Activist in conversation
with Professor Rosemary Graham.”
The event, which will be taking
place from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. in the
Soda Center, is currently sold out.
However, there will be a standby
table outside of the venue, so if
there is any space at 4:25 p.m.,
students on standby will be allowed
into the event.
Coogler attended Saint Mary’s
College from 2003 to 2004. As
a 17-year-old freshman, Coogler
came to Saint Mary ’s on a
scholarship to play football and
was majoring in Chemistry as
an undergrad. However, he was
enrolled in Graham’s creative
writing class when he discovered
his passion for writing screenplays.
Upon reading one of his
assignments, Graham called
Coogler into her office. The
assignment, she recalls, “conveyed
i n c r e d i b l e e m o t i o n .” S h e
remembers that Coogler came
across as a natural writer. “It did
have a particular visual, cinematic

RYAN COOGLER will visit Saint Mary’s, recalling his experience going from a scholar athlete to becoming an artist and activist. (Courtesy of The Undefeated)

quality that made me instinctively
think screenwriting,” she says.
When she suggested to him that
he go to Hollywood and write
screenplays, Coogler did not even
know what a screenplay was.
According to Graham, this
encouragement prompted Coogler
to begin researching screenplays,
and he started to write his own.
However, during the middle of
the semester when Coogler was
in Graham’s class, Saint Mary’s
canceled the football program.
Still wanting to play football,

the wide receiver transferred to
Sacramento State University where
he began taking film classes. After
graduating, Coogler then went to
USC’s School of Cinematic Arts. He
and Graham stayed close over the
years, and she still considers him
to be a really good friend.
“He’s not a fame-seeker,” says
Graham, who recalls Coogler being
uncomfortable with the idea of
people starting to recognize him
after he won at the Sundance Film
Festival for “Fruitvale Station.”
“I want Saint Mary’s students

to hear how you go from being a
scholar athlete to being an artist
to [being an] activist,” explains
Graham. “I also really hope that he
might shed light on his own body of
work for people who are interested
in the film business.”
This event will be presented by
the Office of the President, English
Department, College Committee
on Inclusive Excellence (CCIE),
Student Engagement & Academic
Success (SEAS) and Catholic
Institute for Lasallian Social Action
(CILSA).
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NEWS
Campus Snapshots

Campus
Calendar
Pet Therapy
Wednesday, May 16
12 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Dante Quad
Your First 90 days on the Job:
How Make a Good Impression
Wednesday, May 16
1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Soda Center
Contact:
CPDS
925-631-4600

GAEL STATE FAIR provided students with free food and rides on campus. (Courtesy of Adriana Avila)

STUDENTS GET COMPETITVE in a bungie-cord race at the Gael State Fair. (Courtesy of Adriana Avila)

Ryan Coogler: Athlete, Artist,
& Activist in conversation
with Dr. Rosemary Graham
Wednesday, May 16
5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Soda Center
Contact:
Ryan Lamberton
925-631-4015
One Acts Performance: Under
30-A Festival of One Acts
Wednesday, May 16
8 p.m.
LeFevre Theatre
Contact:
Tara Sundy
tms8@stmarys-ca.edu
Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesday, May 16
8 p.m.
Chapel
Contact:
Laura Hazen
leh4@stmarys-ca.edu

LU’AU CULTURAL NIGHT showcased many Asian Pacific Islander traditions. (Courtesy of Adriana Avila)

LU’AU CAST AND CREW gather for a photo after the final performance. (Courtesy of Adriana Avila)

Editorial: A look back at The Collegian of 2017-2018
BY GABBY VANACORE &
DEAN BOERNER
CO-EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
Issue No. 20 is out, meaning
The Collegian of the 2017-2018
academic year is in the books.
What a ride, an unforgettable
year upon which to look back.
It didn’t always look like we’d
have much of a year to look
back on. The year began with
budgetary issues. While wanting
to print our normal 20 to 25
issues, our weekly paper was
given the funding to print four
(well, technically 3.8, but you get
the point).
Through staff-wide
industriousness and
perseverance, we got through
the fall and churned out 10 issues.
The Collegian’s advertisers
deserve much of the credit
here. Making a worthwhile
investment in getting their name
out to a loyal and concerned
readership, advertisers like 5A
Rent-A-Space, Roam Burgers,
SEBA, Graduate Kinesiology,
Intercultural Communication,
and the Christian Brothers made
The Collegian of 2017-2018 as we
know it possible.
The Collegian ceased printing
for over two months, a period of
time encapsulating Christmas
a n d N e w Ye a r ’s B r e a k a n d
January Term, as we saved
money and began raising funds
for the spring.
This time made all the

successes, ups and downs, and
stories told in The Collegian over
the span of the spring possible,
and here much of the credit
goes to the many concerned
stakeholders of The Collegian
who care so deeply about its
existence and success.
From late February to early
March, a legion of charitable
and concerned alumni, parents,
faculty, staff, and students—a
group of 73 donors, in all—
raised a combined $3,395, a
sum well beyond our goal of
$3,000, and a sum that has
gone a magnificently long way
towards helping The Collegian
print throughout the spring
and towards, we’re excited to
announce, a mobile app that will
launch by this fall. The Collegian
is eternally grateful for charity
of these donors. In addition,
the platform and promotion for
this fundraiser were provided
by Jessica Porter and Michael
Lupacchino of GiveCampus, and
we are immeasurably grateful for
their help.
Through it all, The Collegian
featured some pretty fantastic
writing. From our contributing
writers, staff writers, columnists,
reporters, and editors came
coverage of a wide variety of
events, including: reporting
on the upcoming Campus Bar,
a polarizing October retreat
attended by Lasallian community
members, President James
Donahue’s third President’s

address, an AS Senate “Sanctuary
Campus” resolution, the College’s
institutional branding campaign,
Public Safety’s intensified traffic
enforcement and new parking
rules, the Saint Mary’s instance
o f t h e n a t i o nw i d e wa l ko u t
against gun violence, the 16th
annual Expressions of Blackness
cultural night, our nationallyrecognized Debate and Speech
team, the 13th annual BASH,
and much, much more. These
articles, and the many more not
mentioned above, are, of course,
The Collegian’s raison d’être,
or why the paper exists. And
they were all covered capably,
impressively, and, at times,
spectacularly well by the myriad
student journalists writing for
The Collegian.

...we want to thank
everyone engaged in
some way with The
Collegian, including the
writers, the editorial
staff, our predecessors,
successors, and the
reader, who we implore
to stay, and grow even
more, curious.
The Collegian also served as a
thought-provoking platform of
opinions on a number of issues,

some tied to the stories listed
above and some not, and several
of these opinions even elicited
debate regarding the role of
the Opinion section itself, with
us as Editors-in-Chief making
our views on the matter known
through our April 10 editorial.
In an increasingly polarized
political climate, these issues
will not disappear anytime soon,
and we urge the student body
to foster healthy dialogue by
coming to Collegian storyboard
m e et i n g s, w r i t i n g a r t i c l e s,
and sending in Letters to the
Editor rather than engaging in
blunt, sometimes disrespectful
conversations on social media.
Before looking ahead, we want
to thank everyone engaged in
some way with The Collegian,
i n c l u d i n g t h e w r i t e r s, t h e
editorial staff, our predecessors,
successors, and the reader, who
we implore to stay, and grow
even more, curious. This is the
publication helping publicize
the successes and check the
failures of something we all care
for and have invested in—our
one common denominator, Saint
Mary’s College.
We have the utmost faith in
the incoming Editors-in-Chief
in continuing the successes of
The Collegian, and we hope that
you will join them, when the fall
semester comes around, in Dante
for the first storyboard meeting
of their tenure as Co-Editors-inChief. As always, it is open to all.

12th Annual Lavender
Graduation Ceremony
Thursday, May 17
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Hagerty Lounge
Contact:
Intercultural Center
theic@stmarys-ca.edu
Choir Send-Off Concert:
South Africa Here we come!
Thursday, May 17
8 p.m.
Chapel
Contact:
Tara Sundy
tms8@stmarys-ca.edu
17th Annual Asian
& Pacific Islander
Graduation Ceremony
Saturday, May 19
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Soda Center
Contact:
Intercultural Center
theic@stmarys-ca.edu
Student-Led Mass
Sunday, May 20
8 p.m.
Chapel
Contact:
Fr. Hai Ho
hmh3@stmarys-ca.edu

The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
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OPINION
Jokes at White House correspondents dinner went too far
BY KIANA LEI YAP
OPINION COLUMNIST
At the annual White House Correspondents’ Dinner on April 28,
comedian Michelle Wolf took to the
podium to bash Trump, celebrities,
and the media. Wolf was selected
by White House Correspondents’
Association (WHCA) president
Margaret Talev, who lauded Wolf’s
“embrace of [the First Amendment]
values and her truth-to-power
style.” Her 20-minute monologue
garnered the praises of CNN, who
deemed it “biting comedy,” but
simultaneously attracted the President’s criticism in a tweet which
read, “This was a total disaster and
an embarrassment to our great
Country and all that it stands for.”
Coming from a President whose
tweets are daily embarrassments
to our country, perhaps it takes one
to know one. But criticisms aside
for the moment, Wolf’s monologue
wasn’t “biting comedy” or some
brilliant comedic commentary on
the state of national politics. Wolf’s
attempt to fill the shoes of comedians like Wanda Sykes, Stephen
Colbert, and Seth Meyers failed in
her 20 minutes of boredom and
wasted time.
Considering that the President
has said equally, if not more, crude
remarks—grabbing women, “shithole” countries, and mocking Ted
Cruz’s wife on Twitter, to name a
few—all of Wolf’s derogatory jabs
weren’t particularly outrageous.
Except for a couple.
While knocking Vice President

Mike Pence, Wolf made a distasteful
quip about Pence’s pro-life stance.
“[Pence] thinks abortion is murder, which first of all, don’t knock it
till you try it. And when you do try it,
really knock it. You know, you’ve got
to get that baby out of there.”
First, Wolf seems to find the ending of a baby’s life while in utero to
be the perfect content for a joke. And
second, Wolf clearly demonstrated
her reverence for the WHCA’s standard of honoring civility with that
one.
Her other exceptionally indecent
joke was aimed towards Kellyanne
Conway.
“…if a tree falls in the woods, how
do we get Kellyanne under that tree?
I’m not suggesting she gets hurt. Just
stuck. Stuck under a tree,” said Wolf,
as the video stream of the dinner cut
to a stolid Conway in the audience
while the comedian makes light of
injuring her.
Her monologue and jokes weren’t
wildly obscene, and they wouldn’t
fall under any of the best monologues of previous Correspondents’
Dinners. She centered her monologue around elementary namecalling rather than stand-up comedy. Yet, she attracted a substantial
amount of criticism from left-wing
and right-wing political figures and
media outlets.
“[Wolf’s monologue was] totally
offensive, horrible choice,” said “Fox
& Friends” co-host Brian Kilmeade.
Former chief of staff Reince Priebus
tweeted, “An R/X rated spectacle
that started poorly and ended up in
the bottom of the canyon,” although

he was seen laughing and giving a
“thumbs up” after Wolf’s joke about
“Reince Priebus” being her “porn
star name.”
Politico correspondent Kyle
Cheney tweeted, “[Michelle Wolf
failed] because she was unnecessarily cruel on a night the WHCA
was trying to showcase decency
and purpose. Undermined an otherwise meaningful night.” Wolf’s
20-minute monologue has become
the defining moment for the Correspondents’ Dinner and will probably determine the likelihood of the
WHCA hosting future dinners.
Lastly, The Hill and CBS News
were among the networks considering ending their participation in
the dinner until further changes
to its entertainer selection process
are made.
Folding under these criticisms
of the dinner, the WHCA tweeted
a statement that read in part, “Last
night’s program was meant to offer
a unifying message about our common commitment to a vigorous and
free press while honoring civility…
Unfortunately, the entertainer’s
monologue was not in the spirit of
that mission.”
With this much backlash received, WHCA administrators are
looking to manage this crisis by
brainstorming changes for the dinner’s entertainers. A CNNMoney
article by Brian Stelter discussed
several changes to the dinner, including inviting one liberal and one
conservative comedian, booking a
singer, band, or musician instead
of comedians, puting the dinner on

The stone of Saint Mary’s: A defense of seminar
To the editors of The Collegian:
On May 8 Dr. Rigsby wrote a
solid defense of Seminar against
the proposed changes brought
forward by an undergraduate on
May 1 in these pages. However,
the overarching argument that
Dr. Rigsby did not directly address
is why have such a program at all?
I’ve often been asked by students, often at 8am, often in November in the fifth class on Dante,
before the sun rises and before the
coffee kicks in, “Professor, why do
we have to take Seminar?” It is a
good question. Good enough to
itself begin answering the question. Seminar exists, in part, for
you to ask such a question. But you,
frustrated student, want more.
Reading Dr. Rigsby’s defense, I
can imagine you sighing, “Seminar
seems as immovable as a stone...”
Indeed Seminar is stone-ish, so
let’s start there.
Imagine a stone. Not a special
stone, just a plain one we might
uncover by taking a shovel and
turning the earth as the sun comes
up on any given square foot of the
chapel lawn. What would happen
if, in unearthing it, you realized
that you had a question about it.
The particular question doesn’t
matter as much as the fact of the
question. “Why is it greenish?” is
just as telling as “Why has it got
that one pointy end?” Would you
ask the question out loud or stuff
it down and say to your own mind,
“I’m here to get a job someday,
mind, so shut up and don’t wonder
about the stone!” Seminar exists to
communicate to you, in bold, em-

phatic, four-semesters-long terms:
You should ask your question.
I’ve often imagined running
just such a Seminar class, perhaps
over lunch. In part for the reasons
Dr. Rigsby points out: the Seminar method (sometimes called
dialectic) is important for intellectual inquiry. And while I think
doing inquiry about something
as seemingly inert as the stone
would be a useful exercise to demonstrate Seminar’s method I also
feel we haven’t thought nearly
hard enough about stones. What
mysteries might we uncover as we
interrogate the stone? They are
older than us, well traveled, and
they know how to survive, to blend
in. At the least I doubt a solid day
of studying the stone would do
anyone any harm. But as Richard
Baxter has said, “to do no harm is
the praise of a stone, not of a man,”
and I am here trying to defend
Seminar as Seminar not to praise
harmless rocks. Seminar means
reading and reading, done well,
cuts. The stone can answer but it
can’t raise a single question of its
own. It will not raise its voice and
batter the sandcastle arguments
we treasure. The study of the stone
then is a study limited to the capacities of the intellects gathered
around the Seminar table. So after
the long day of “Seminar of the
stone” we must move on to texts
as the sun sets.
We start then to contemplate
texts, and we see immediately
that some won’t do. The McDonald’s slogan, designed to palliate,
seems unfit. As does the instruction manual for a recipe, focused

as it is on narrow utility. We need
gritty intellect on which to sharpen
our intellectual teeth. Food that is
not merely useful or pleasurable,
but good.
What we need are texts that
challenge, that are difficult, and
important. Timeless, perhaps. This
is why, I was told, there used to be
no clocks in Seminar rooms. Seminar forces you to sit with Aristotle
and hear him out on the concept of
virtue; forces you to decide what to
make of Marie De France’s account
of love; forces you to hear, like a
ragged priest, Augustine’s confessions. When he was a preteen he
stole some pears. He’s begging you,
from the timelessness of his text,
to consider the concepts of being
and time. The stone can’t raise this
question. The reading list can.
So while we have dug up the chapel lawn to find our stone we ought
to look up and see what can be done
with stones. The chapel itself is
made of stone. But the stone of the
chapel isn’t quite the same thing
anymore. That’s worth thinking
about. So Seminar is about method,
yes, but also about the hunt for
wisdom. Seminar is about what
past generations have dug up in the
wide open fields of reality. Seminar
is what distinguishes you from the
stone. And you’re lucky to be at
a college that insists, absolutely
insists, that you learn this distinction. Let me know if you have any
questions—I hope, for your sake,
that you do.
Sincerely,
Colin Chan Redemer
Seminar Professor

MICHELLE WOLF and her routine faced a fair share of critics. (Courtesy of Fortune)

temporary hiatus, or harping on the
dinner’s focus on the First Amendment and promotion of journalism.
Olivier Knox, the incoming
WHCA president, has larger concerns about putting the dinner on
hold.
“Any conversation about the future of the dinner has to reflect the
fact that revenue it generates keeps
our association running,” said Knox,
“the dinner is what makes it possible
for us to be financially independent.”
According to the WHCA website,
the association is comprised of
several hundred print, television,
online, and radio journalists with

their mission statement reading in
part, “The WHCA Board…advocates
for all of our members so that they
have what they need to be able to
convey an accurate impression of
what is happening at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.”
If anything, the association needs
to keep the dinner going. If the
American people want to continue
to hold the powerful accountable
and have maximum transparency
into the White House and the presidency, the WHCA cannot bend to
the demands of critics—our President included—to cease holding
the dinner.
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OPINION
Does Saint Mary’s provide its students with enough classes?
BY RAOUL RODRIGUEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Saint Mary’s does not offer
enough classes. I believe there
aren’t enough classes because
SOLA majors are often equated
with jobs that earn less money
after graduation. This negative
stigma has impacted the amount
of majors within the SOLA majors and has led to less class offerings overall.
Chances are if your major falls
under the School of Liberal Arts
(SOLA), like my English major
does, the school has your upper division classes pinned in
the range of below 20 offerings
next fall semester. The exception is Communication, which
has about 30 class offerings,
but some of the classes are duplicates. The World Languages
department has a combined 10
upper division class offerings
for the Fall 2018 semester. This
causes humanities class offerings to dwindle away because
there are less people wanting
to major in fields where people
earn less. The rapid decline of
SOLA class offerings at this
school is contributing to its
speedy transformation into a
technical college. Imagine that:
Saint Mary’s Technical Institute
of California. That doesn’t exactly roll off the tongue, but it’s
what we can expect after the last
SOLA major is scratched off the
course catalog.
This negative stigma of humanities earning a lower starting
salary is ruining the offerings
of humanities classes at Saint
Mary’s. If you haven’t heard the

SOME STUDENTS have criticized a lack of upper division classes offered within some majors at Saint Mary’s. (Courtesy of Saint Mary’s College)

news, the University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point is getting
rid of majors. Your eyes aren’t
deceiving you; whole majors
are disappearing from course
catalogs—English, Philosophy,
History, and others. These are
all thought to be the low earning
fields, as the humanities majors
are seen as only amounting to
school teachers or social workers.
So then the question arises:
How do we avoid the decline of
classes within the SOLA? Saint
Mary ’s could, for one, put in
more effort into helping undecided students pick a major they
want. During my experience as
a first year, I felt that my FYAC
did little to nothing to help me

decide on what I wanted to do for
the rest of my life. I think that a
way to solve the growing disparity between major class offerings
is to give undecided students
classes that cover a wide range
of topics their first year. Perhaps
the school can give undecided
first-years one Science, one
Math, one Art, and one Social/
Historical Understanding class
to take. As the system is now, at
least to my knowledge, students
get assigned classes if they are
undecided. These classes are
random and don’t necessarily
fill all four basic class groups.
I also am not aware if students
know that they can transfer out
of these classes as they may not
know which classes they want to

take. When I was undecided my
first semester, I was given four
classes that dealt with Art and
English, basically only classes
that fulfilled one-fourth of the
core curriculum. By giving an
undecided student a well-rounded schedule, I would hope that it
would open their eyes to majors
that would have otherwise just
been another obstacle in the way
of them graduating. In essence,
what this school needs is not
another mandatory major exploration presentation or a meeting
with your FYAC professor. What
this school needs is more graduates to come and show how they
have made use of their SOLA
degree and any post-graduate
degrees they may have gotten.

Effectively showing students
just how versatile a SOLA degree
can be can make more people interested in those majors and can
impact the classes offered here
at Saint Mary’s. English department faculty have already been
fighting to show that they prepare students for the job market.
As a testament to the SOLA
degree’s versatility, I would like
to offer a different perspective—
the future perspective. English
majors, like me, are going to be
desired in the very near future
to replenish a wealth of English
professors and teachers who
are bound to retire in the coming years. Tech companies like
Google and Apple, as well as
some big names in the gaming industry, are looking for humanities majors to use as leaders,
thinkers, technical writers, and
script writers. There’s always a
need for lawyers, and who better
to understand the law than those
who study morality and those
who understand how to defend
an innocent person? Who better
to consult a company on huge
decisions and ways to increase
profitability? A sociology major—not an analyst of numbers—
is one who understands who the
company should be selling to,
and how to do it.
The future offers a chance at a
revival of SOLA majors. If there’s
something that tech companies
are missing, it’s people who
know how to work with others,
people who think outside of the
box, and people who understand
the world around them. The future needs humanities majors
for humanity’s sake.

Kanye West’s endorsement of Trump reflective of past behavior
BY VICTORIA VIDALES
STAFF WRITER
American rapper Kanye West
continually holds a reputation
of doing and saying the controversial. Some of his critical
moments include jumping on
stage at award shows to dismiss
fellow artists Taylor Swift and
Beck, and accusing President
George W. Bush of being a racist
on national television following
hurricane Katrina. In spite of
all his previous actions, West
prevails as one of the dominant
rap artists of his time, releasing
record-breaking music to adoring fans. However, recently many
fans have begun to believe that
West has been behaving erratically, even for his standards.
On April 25, West posted on
Twitter his support for Trump,
writing that although he may not
always agree with him, he will
always love him. He then proceeded to post a photo of himself
with a “Make America Great
Again” hat. Shortly after, Trump
posted his response, praising the
rapper for his words.
West’s posts have elicited
much criticism from fans and
the general public, citing his accusations against President Bush
in 2005 as evidence of hypocrisy.
Moreover, West’s actions raise
growing questions in the entertainment industry. Do people

DONALD TRUMP AND KANYE WEST, shown above, are alike in both having received public backlash for public comments. (Courtesy of Rolling Stone)

in the public eye have a right to
express their political opinions
and, if so, how should viewers
react to them?
Kanye West has every right
to express his opinions, as does
every citizen of this country.
The Constitution guarantees
freedom of speech, among other
rights, and he is exercising that
right. However, he does not control how people are going to react
to his decisions, which the public
has every right to do. Personally,
I find West’s comments repulsive
and incredibly disturbing, but in

full disclosure I have never cared
for him as an individual before.
His arrogance and self-centered
attitude is constantly on display,
and he never seems to express
any remorse for hurtful comments and actions that he makes.
West is always one to entertain
his audience, whether it’s in a
stadium or from one of his social
media accounts. There is criticism surrounding him now, but
like several of his other publicity
stunts, it will probably blow over.
He can look to his inspiration,
Donald Trump, whose dozens

of inappropriate comments,
tweets and interviews won him
the presidency. Like Trump,
West has gained a cult following,
and his outrageous behavior increases his likeability with fans.
However, that is not always
the case with celebrities. Many
have been severely criticized; in
some cases, their careers have
been destroyed by speaking
publicly about their political,
religious, or social beliefs. Take
Colin Kaepernick, who has yet to
be signed by an NFL team after
he took a knee during a football

game to protest police brutality
and active racism. Unlike Kanye
West, who will no doubt make
money off of his public actions,
Kaepernick’s professional life
was effectively destroyed.
In many cases, it is the public’s
response to celebrities that dictates how they will be received
after their actions. In Kaepernick’s case, many citizens erupted in political uproar, accusing
Kaepernick of disrespecting the
nation’s flag. In the case of Donald Trump, people responded by
looking the other way and voting
him into office. Maybe for some
fans West’s comments do not
make a big difference to them.
They like his music and his outrageous public stunts, and that is
their right. However, other people also have a right to disagree
with him and take appropriate
actions to not support his work.
Not paying for his music or other
merchandise is only one way to
express criticism of West.
Entertainers of all kinds are
people just like the general public. They have a right to support
any candidate or issue they wish.
Their fans also have the right
to choose how they will react
to their favorite celebrities’s
decisions. They can choose to
accept their position and move
on from it, or they can choose to
not financially support them and
discover someone else.
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CULTURE
Outstanding in the Field, the table to farm dining experience
BY KIANA LEI YAP
OPINION COLUMNIST
For almost 20 years, Outstanding in the Field (OITF)
has challenged the conventions
of restaurant and farm-to-table
dining. Championing the company ’s mission of creating a
restaurant at the source of the
food, founder Jim Denevan
brings guests to the table “set
between earth and sky, where
the farmer’s story would be recognized and celebrated.”
OITF has held dinners in
all 50 states and 15 countries
with each dinner characterized
by one long, white tableclothladen, family-style table set in
the outdoors. Dinner is cooked
by a chef from the area with
all ingredients locally and sustainably sourced, along with a
regional winery and distillery.
Denevan, whose brother is an
organic farmer, makes the focus
of each dinner around an appreciation of ethical food-sourcing
methods while teaching patrons
about the history of the region.
I recently had the honor to
experience OITF at Jacobs Farm
in Martial Cottle Park in San
Jose as an early joint birthday
for myself and Mother’s Day
dinner for my mom with 182 of
our fellow guests. Our dining
space was set among the trees
in the middle of the farm’s cherry orchard. It was a constant
shock to hear the occasional
car pass, and, when it became
darker, seeing headlights flickering past the orchard. Unlike
a regular dinner, OITF creates
a whole experience that envelopes guests in the farm and
away from the rest of the world.
Prepared by San Francisco
based Chef Ravi Kapur of Liholiho Yacht Club (LYC), the
six-course meal showcased

several of Kapur’s island-style
LYC dishes paired with seasonal
fruits and vegetables from Jacobs Farm. Each five-hour event
begins with a cocktail and wine
bar happy hour with appetizers.
Our event’s featured winery
wa s R y m e C e l l a r s — s e r v i n g
five of their signature wines—
alongside Southern California’s
Chareau aloe liqueur, made into
springy aloe-mint cocktails.
Small-bite LYC signature appetizers were prepared and dished
out by Chef Kapur himself and
his team.
OITF’s founder and San Jose
native Denevan was also present
at the dinner, as it was the second in their traveling tour. He
gave a short speech on OITF’s
values before turning it over
to the Jacobs Farm farmer and
one of the Cottle Park rangers.
Each OITF dinner also seeks to
educate its patrons on where
their food for the evening came
from and oftentimes includes an
on-site tour of the farm, which
we were given after the cocktail
hour.
The tour ended near our dining space, where we chose our
seats and became good friends
with the others sitting next to
us. After the wine was poured,
we dove into the bread and butter on the table: LYC housemade
furikake (Japanese seasoning)
brioche and smoked mushroom
butter.
Our next course was a colorful platter of roasted asparagus
and beets with a light, tangy
shiso ranch, asparagus kimchi,
and chrysanthemum greens.
The natural color of the beets
merged with the shiso ranch
and formed a vibrant fuschia
swirl across the platter after we
were finished with it. Following this was the LYC standard:
grilled whole halibut tail with

OUTSTANDING IN THE FIELD unites consumers and farmers as they enjoy a six-course meal at the source. (Courtesy of Kiana Lei Yap)

charred cabbage and a mirepoix
of carrots, capers, and onions. I
had the same dish when I dined
at LYC two years ago. However, since it was cooked over an
open-flame grill for this event,
the delicate halibut skin became
crispy, the fat was reduced, and
it created a melt-in-your-mouth
texture for the fish.
Following the fish course was
a platter of housemade sausage
and pork spareribs glazed with a
pineapple and kochujang (spicy
Korean chili sauce) paste. I’m
generally not a fan of sausage,
but this housemade one was
excellent: slightly spicy, not

chewy, and easy to cut into.
The final course of the dinner was dessert—a twist on the
traditional LYC mochi cake
but topped with Jacobs Farm
blackberries, mint, and basil.
Citrus notes enhanced the light
sweetness of the basil and mint,
without being overpowering.
As the night neared its end
and the only lights remaining
were from the lit candles on our
table, Denevan and the OITF
crew thanked Chef Kapur and
his team before walking around
and meeting all of the guests. As
Chef Kapur neared our end of
the table, I excitedly whipped

out my phone to show him the
photo my family, friends, and I
took with him when I visited his
San Francisco restaurant for my
18th birthday—which I updated
with a selfie of him, my mom,
and me.
For anyone still on the fence
about whether or not an event
like this sounds like a good time,
I cannot say enough about how
amazing this entire experience
was. You can catch OITF touring
California from now until July
1, and then October 19 through
November 11. Event reservations can be made at outstandinginthefield.com/2018-tour.

Mr. Dewie’s dairy-free ice cream delights the palette
BY CLARICE ONG
STAFF WRITER
We all scream for ice cream!
Unfortunately, the joy of consuming these frozen delights
during a hot day is denied to the
lactose intolerant and vegans
amongst us. However, lactose intolerant individuals and vegans
in the East Bay can now enjoy
luscious ice cream, thanks to Mr.
Dewie’s Cashew Creamery.
Founded in 2011 by brothers
Ari and Andrew Cohen, Mr. Dewie’s Cashew Creamery currently
has brick-and-mortar locations
in Albany and Emeryville. Their
products are also carried by the
restaurant Paulista Brazilian
Kitchen in Oakland and stores
such as Alameda Natural Grocery, Berkeley Bowl, Berkeley
Natural Market, and El Cerrito Natural Market. They offer
creamy concoctions that are
friendly to most individuals who
cannot consume dairy. Made
with cashews sourced by a local
nut butter company partner from
Vietnam and Africa, Mr. Dewie’s uses natural, organic, and
healthy ingredients and eschews
additives, preservatives, gums, or

oils in their ice cream selections.
The resulting frosty treats are
creamy, silky, and decadent.
Like most children, Messrs.
Cohen grew up as ice cream
lovers. However, they later discovered that they were lactose
intolerant and have developed
sensitivity to gluten and soy. Ari’s
children similarly have these
dietary restrictions. Despite giving up on milk and milk products
altogether, Ari instead developed
his own pecan-and-date nut milk
in his kitchen for his consumption. This delicious homemade
pecan-and-date nut milk led to
the development of salted pecan
ice cream, which is the precursor
to Mr. Dewie.
Mr. Dewie’s had an interesting trajectory. From offering
their products at neighborhood
grocery such as Farmer Joe’s in
Oakland, their products were
then distributed nationally
through Whole Foods. However,
the brothers found out that they
only had so much control over
the quality of their products in
this business model. As such,
they decided to buy back their
share of the business and offered
their ice cream locally where

they could introduce more flavors and products (e.g. bonbons)
and control the temperature of
the freezers to keep the creaminess and scoopability of their ice
cream at the optimal level.
By offering their products locally, Mr. Dewie’s has been able
to connect with the community.
Their customers help inspire
some of their flavors, and they
have partnered with other local businesses. Though they
initially created flavors that are
familiar to customer palettes
(such as vanilla, chocolate, and
strawberry) to woo customers
towards cashew ice cream, they
have developed other flavors
upon customers’ suggestions.
For instance, the roasted cashew flavor came to be because
during their demos, customers
approached them looking for
cashew-flavored ice cream. Their
turmeric spice flavor was supposed to be a seasonal special;
but due to repeated requests
from their customers, turmeric
spice is now part of their regular
menu and is one of their best
selling flavors.
Mr. Dewie’s has also partnered
with local businesses such as San

Francisco’s Tcho to produce the
Hot Cocoa, Oakland’s Ocho candy
to produce the Ocho Coco Choco
and San Francisco’s Tartine Bakery to produce their espresso ice
cream. Currently, they are working with Oakland’s Paulista to
develop an açai flavor, Berkeley’s
Timeless Coffee to develop a cold
brew flavor, and San Francisco’s
Guittard to bottle Mr. Dewie’s
vegan hot fudge for distribution.
Initially, Mr. Dewie’s used
almond milk in their products.
However, through their partnership with a local nut butter
company, they realized that
cashew nut, though pricier than
almonds, may be a more stable
commodity in the long run and
just provides a better base for
ice cream.
Through experimentation,
they found that if they did not
pump extra air, they could produce an ice cream that is more
dense than dairy ice cream. They
also found that using organic
cane sugar helped produce silky
ice cream. The result is smooth,
creamy, and flavorful ice cream
that is arguably better than traditional ice cream. Mr. Dewie’s
cashew ice cream is low in satu-

rated fat, has zero cholesterol,
and is high in protein since each
serving is made with more than
an ounce of cashews.
Mr. Dewie’s offers fun and
interesting flavors. Their banana nut is like eating a creamy
banana nut bread. The roasted
cashew is rich and should not be
missed. The chocolate orange
chip is delectable with a fantastic
balance of chocolate and orange
flavors. The caramel almond
crunch is fantastic with its velvety caramel taste and pleasing
almond crunch with every bite.
The mocha chip is the perfect
combination of cocoa, espresso,
and chocolate chunks. The turmeric spice is a pleasant surprise
with its combination of turmeric,
cinnamon, cardamom, anise, and
other spices. Other flavors include coconut, strawberry, green
tea, lemon crème, mint chip, and
seasonal flavors.
Now that we are enjoying
warm California days, head to
Mr. Dewie’s and enjoy their
delightfully luscious confections. Lactose tolerant, lactose
intolerant, gluten lover, gluten
sensitive...everyone can scream
for ice cream at Mr. Dewie’s.
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SPORTS
Softball finishes season with fairytale ending Sports

this week

BY TYLER BINDI
SPORTS EDITOR
The Gaels headed to the South
Bay for their final series of the
year against conference rival
Santa Clara. Saint Mary’s lost
two heartbreakers to begin the
series before ending their season
with a thirteen-inning thriller of
a victory.
The team lost the opening
game of the series Friday (3-2)
in nine innings, then dropped a
tough game two on Saturday (5-3)
before ending the season with a
fitting 8-7 extra-inning win in the
second game of the double header
on Saturday.
The Gaels trailed game one
2-0 going into the fifth inning.
However, in the top of the fifth,
the team cut into the Bronco’s
lead as Halle Sullivan doubled to
left field to drive in Bailey Lotz.
Down to their final chance in
the top of the seventh inning,
Saint Mary’s center fielder Dylan
Linton doubled to center field to
score Nikki Alexander and tie
the game up 2-2. However, two
innings later, the Broncos would
end the game on a walk-off sacrifice fly to left field in the bottom
of the ninth to give Santa Clara a
3-2 win in the series opener.
In game two of the conference
matchup, the Gaels jumped out to
an early lead, scoring three runs
in the third inning. However,
the Broncos bounced back with
a five-run bottom of the sixth
that ended up being the deciding

BASEBALL

HAILEY SPARACINO finishes her career as a Gael with an exhilarating come from behind win at Santa Clara. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

factor in the ballgame as Santa
Clara won 5-3. Kimiko Zapanta
and Hailey Sparacino provided
the offense for Saint Mary’s as
the two each snagged two hits and
scored a run. Sparacino launched
both hits for extra bases and had
the team’s only RBI, but in the
end it was not enough to hold off
a resilient Bronco offense.
The final game of the series
began with the Gaels in trouble,

as the team was down 7-2 after
just three innings. Saint Mary’s
battled back to tie the game in
regulation and force the Broncos into extra innings. The score
stayed knotted at 7-7 all the way
until the top of the thirteenth
inning.
Julia McCormack led off the
inning with her second double of
the game. Bailey Lotz proceeded
to lay down a sacrifice bunt to

move McCormack over to third,
and Halle Sullivan promptly delivered a single to right field that
would drive in the go ahead run to
put the Gaels ahead 8-7 and give
the team the lead for good.
The extra-inning win sent the
two Saint Mary’s seniors, Sparacino and Katlyn Whitt, off with
an electric victory to finish their
careers in Moraga with a storybook ending.

OPINION

2018 NBA Playoffs just as exciting as anticipated
BY HENRY PENALOSA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
For the last three years, the
Golden State Warriors and the
Cleveland Cavaliers have represented their respective conferences and faced each other in
the NBA Finals. At the beginning
of the 2017-2018 NBA season,
there wasn’t much to suggest that
they wouldn’t face each other
once again, but the regular season
changed expectations.
A whirlwind of on- and offseason injuries to key starters and
rotation players hurt the Warriors’
season record, while the Rockets
acquisition of Chris Paul and the
continued improvement of the
Mike D’Antoni offense helped
them jump from third to first this

season.
In the Eastern Conference, the
Cleveland Cavaliers struggled,
traded nearly half of their roster
away at the trade deadline in February, and then proceeded to struggle some more. Regardless, they
made the playoffs, which means
they still have a chance, especially
with LeBron James still on the roster. From the results of the regular
season, it looked like the Raptors
(who had the best season in franchise history), the Celtics, or the
76ers could perhaps put an end to
the reign of our Eastern Overlord,
King James, the first of his name.
All of them are well-coached,
young, and versatile teams.
The following shows playoff
seeding for the top eight teams in
each conference:

THE NBA PLAYOFFS intensify as conference finals are underway. (Courtesy of Sporting News)

West
Houston Rockets (65-17), Golden State Warriors (58-24), Portland Trail Blazers (49-33), Oklahoma City Thunder (48-34), Utah
Jazz (48-34), New Orleans Pelicans
(48-34), San Antonio Spurs (4735), and Minnesota Timberwolves
(47-35).
East
Toronto Raptors (59-23), Boston
Celtics (55-27), Philadelphia 76ers
(52-30), Cleveland Cavaliers (5032), Indiana Pacers (48-34), Miami
Heat (44-38), Milwaukee Bucks
(44-38), and Washington Wizards
(43-29).
The Raptors and Celtics struggled to defeat their first-round
opponents, defeating the Wizards
and Bucks in 6 and 7 games, respectively. Philadelphia was able
to handle a well-coached and good
defensive team in the Miami Heat,
beating them in five games. The
Cleveland Cavaliers were put to the
test against the Indiana Pacers, and
it was clear that Victor Oladipo and
the rest of the Indiana starters are
not afraid of LeBron James.
They outplayed the Cavs in some
games and were just a few timely
baskets away from dethroning
the King, but rebellions die young
under the rule of our Eastern Overlord, LeBron James. After all of this
excitement, however, Toronto and
Philadelphia proceeded to get outplayed, out-executed, and, in the
case of the Raptors, utterly exposed
in the second round of the playoffs.
Philadelphia blew large or late
leads in three games that they lost,

which made the difference in the
series. Now we have Cavs versus
Celtics in the Eastern Conference
Finals for the second year in a row.
In the Western Conference,
nearly every first-round series finished within five games. The Jazz
made it past the Thunder in six.
The Pelicans walked all over and
then right past the Trail Blazers in
a sweep that I am not sure anyone
could see coming. For the Warriors
and Rockets, most everything went
as according to plan.
Both teams have won all of their
series within five games, winning
most by double-digits with a lead
that they blew open early in the
second quarter. Now the powerhouses of the West will face-off
against each other to earn the right
to represent the West in the NBA
Finals.
So here we are. Warriors versus
Rockets. Cavaliers versus Celtics.
Honestly, it is all up in the air. Yes,
the Warriors are still very good,
but if they don’t absolutely harass Houston’s ball-handlers into
making mistakes or just giving up
the ball to other, less threatening
teammates, they’re going to have
a good chance of getting walked all
over by the Rockets.
The same goes for Houston as
well. The Celtics are well-coached
and deeper than the Cavaliers, but
they still do not have LeBron James
on their roster, so the odds will
never be in their favor. Still, who
is to say that something amazing
won’t happen. This is, after all,
where it’s supposed to happen.

Tues. vs San Jose
State, 2:00 p.m.
Fri. @ Loyola Marymount,
6:00 p.m.
Sat. @ Loyola Marymount,
6:00 p.m.
Sun. @ Loyola
Marymount, 1:00 p.m.
The Gaels need just one win
over fifth-place LMU in the
WCC’s final weekend of regular
season play to secure a bid
into the WCC postseason.
TRACK & FIELD

Fri. May 24 - Sat. May 26,
NCAA West Preliminary,
Sacramento, Calif.
The Saint Mary’s track and
field team ended their regular
season this past week. Now,
they begin preparing for the
NCAA West Preliminaries.
GOLF

Mon.-Wed. @ NCAA Regionals
First Round, Kissimmee, FLA
With their fourth straight
appearance in the NCAA regionals,
Saint Mary’s golf heads to Florida
to face some tough opponents in
a regional that is hosted by the
University of Central Florida.
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SPORTS
Baseball drops series to first-place Pepperdine
BY DEAN BOERNER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
For second-place Saint Mary’s,
who took on the West Coast Conference’s top team this past weekend,
it could have been better, but it also
could have been much, much worse.
With a thrilling 12-8 win late on
Sunday afternoon at Louis Guisto
Field in Moraga, the Gaels salvaged
a game in their three-game series
with Pepperdine, avoiding a sweep
at the hands of the WCC’s hottest—
and leading—team.
“It’s a little bittersweet because
we came into this series hoping we
could take the series from them,”
said senior centerfielder Joey Fiske,
who went an otherworldly 10 for
13 in the series, his final at Louis
Gusto field. “We could’ve been the
first-place seed going into the tournament, but obviously that’s not the
case.” The Waves stormed to a 9-5
series-opening victory on Friday
before edging past Saint Mary’s and
their conference-leading pitcher
Saturday afternoon to clinch a series victory.
After two quiet innings to begin
Friday’s contest, Pepperdine erupted for five runs in the third—four of
which came on a grand slam from
junior outfielder Matthew Kanfer
and one of which came from a solo
homerun deposited into the trees
beyond Louis Guisto’s right-field

wall by redshirt junior Jordan Qsar.
The Gaels responded with a fourrun bottom of the third, highlighted
by a two-RBI double by Kevin Milam, but that was as close as they’d
get to the Waves. Pepperdine’s fourrun sixth inning put the game out of
reach for Saint Mary’s.
A different story unfolded on Saturday. The West Coast Conference’s
leader pitcher, Ken Waldichuk, was
on the mound for Saint Mary’s and
throwing some of his best stuff (he
had 11 strikeouts), but a two-run
shot by Kanfer gave Pepperdine all
they needed, as it would turn out.
The Gaels would score their first
run of the game in the eighth on a
single by senior Jackson Thoreson,
but a miniature rally in the 9th inning fell short, leaving Pepperdine
to win 2-1.
Matters began similarly for the
Gaels early on Sunday afternoon;
Qsar struck once again, this time
in the first inning, with a two-run
bomb that was part of a three-run
opening frame for the Waves, and
the Gaels offense looked anemic the
first time through the lineup.
But that all changed in the fourth.
Singles by Fiske and Milam and
a walk by senior Brett Rasso loaded
the bases for Thoreson, who, in a
2-0 count, slammed a fastball over
the wall in right for a dramatic
go-ahead grand slam to put Saint
Mary’s up 4-3.

JOEY FISKE led the way for the Gaels at the plate going 10 for 13 in the series against first-place Pepperdine. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

The Gaels would tack on three
more runs before the fourth inning
ended. A deep RBI-triple by Austin
Chauvin, an RBI-single by freshman Gio Diaz, and an RBI-double
by Fiske made it a seven-run fourth
inning.
A few more innings of run-scoring ensued. But Pepperdine never
got closer than within two, and the
Gaels momentarily extended their
lead to seven with a four-run eighth
inning.The Gaels relief staff allowed
a few runs in the ninth, all of which
came on a three-run bomb by Qsar,
but the Gaels held on to win 12-8.

Now 14-10 in WCC play, the Gaels
control much of their destiny. Traveling down to fifth-place LMU this
weekend, Saint Mary’s needs just
one win in the three-game series
to guarantee a WCC tournament
spot reserved for the WCC’s top four
teams. With a complete meltdown
by Pepperdine, Saint Mary’s could
finish the season in first place, but
their realistic ceiling is going into
the tournament as the No. 2 seed.
“At the beginning of the season
obviously we weren’t swinging it
well, but putting up 12 runs is huge,”
said Fiske after his 4 for 4 Mother’s

Day and Senior Day performance.
“Our offense is getting it going at
the right time, our pitching is going
to be there like they have all season,
and carrying both of those into the
tournament, I think we’re going to
do really well.”
Added Fiske: “I think we’re a really good team, and teams know that
we have what it takes to win.” The
Gaels will look to clinch a berth into
the postseason on Friday at 6 p.m.
when they begin their three-game
series with LMU. The games can
be found streaming on the WCC’s
website.

